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Using deskPDF Smart Profiles to Simplify PDF 
Creation and Establish Document Policies. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Abstract:  Smart Profiles, a feature included with deskPDF Professional by Docudesk, 
allows enterprises and individuals to quickly define property, display, and security 
settings for frequently used PDF document conversions. Once configured, Smart 
Profiles greatly reduces the time it takes to configure each document conversion by 
automatically applying the predefined settings. Smart Profiles also ensures adherence 
to corporate policy by allowing enterprises to provide a predefined set of profiles for 
use in creating all PDF documents across the organization.  
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Introduction 
deskPDF Professional version 2.5 by Docudesk includes a new feature, Smart 
Profiles, which enables both individuals and enterprises to define how PDF 
documents should be created. The benefits of this capability are two-fold. First, 
Smart Profiles allows users to easily define and apply consistent general property, 
security, and viewing settings when creating PDF documents, eliminating the need 
to individually specify these settings. Second, Smart Profiles allows enterprises to 
establish and adhere to PDF document standards across the organization, ensuring 
each output PDF document includes the necessary company information, 
disclaimers, security, and quality settings prior to being shared internally or 
externally.  

 

Smart Profiles for Individuals  
With over 50 settings available, deskPDF’s Smart Profiles feature simplifies PDF 
document creation and ensures all the security settings, viewing properties, quality 
settings, and options are set accordingly. This helps in creating consistent PDF 
conversions for multiple documents that require frequently chosen property 
settings. 
 
With Smart Profiles, users can define a default set of properties to apply to all 
PDF conversions or create and select individual profiles for specific documents. 
Figure 1 illustrates how one Docudesk customer uses deskPDF’s Smart Profiles 
feature to apply specific settings depending on the type of input document 
(newsletter, presentation, and spreadsheet). 
 

 

Figure 1: Example of end-user deskPDF Smart Profile  business applications  
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Using Smart Profiles is easy. Simply initiate the PDF conversion (using the print 
function, by drag-and-drop, or by using the Right-Click feature). When the 
deskPDF program is displayed choose the profile for the specific document type or 
application. 
 

        
 

                      Figure 2: Smart Profiles sett ings area  
 

To save a new profile, simply make any necessary setting changes for the 
particular document type and click Save Current in the profiles section. If you 
want to use a particular profile for every PDF conversion, select the profile and 
click Default.  
 
Users will greatly appreciate the time saved by not having to open each output 
PDF file, make the setting changes to each group of properties, saving, and then 
repeating this process for each and every output PDF document. 
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Smart Profiles for the Enterprise 
 

Government document compliance, threat of lawsuits, and corporate document 
integrity are all valid reasons for establishing and enforcing a stringent document 
policy. deskPDF coupled with its Smart Profiles feature is the perfect method for 
initiating corporate document policies. Given deskPDF’s affordability and ease of 
deployment, the Smart Profiles feature allows a corporation’s IT administrators 
the ability to easily implement a customized enterprise-wide PDF document policy. 
Figure 3 illustrates the flexibility of deploying Smart Profiles across an 
organization using the deskPDF Configuration Tool (dCT). 
 
 

 
Figure 3: Different deskPDF Smart Profiles can be d eployed to each Group 

Membership as required. 
 

Whether the same set of profiles is defined across the organization, or each 
department uses unique profiles, deskPDF makes it easy to deploy Smart Profiles 
with the ability to carry out mass deployments using Microsoft Active Directory 
Group Policies or by deploying customized deskPDF MSI installers using the 
deskPDF Configuration Tool (dCT). 
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Administrators can implement unique Smart Profiles for specific purposes. For 
example, documents intended for internal purposes may require a watermark 
stating for Internal Use Only, or documents sent externally may require security 
settings so they cannot be viewed without the appropriate password. Figure 4 
illustrates the use of Smart Profiles in business to define and enforce document 
policies whether choosing to use Active Directory or a customized MSI to deploy 
deskPDF. 

 
 

 
 

Figure 4 : Use of Smart Profiles in Business to Enf orce Document Policies. 

 
 

Businesses can benefit from deskPDF Smart Profiles in many ways. Smart 
Profiles puts an immediate end to the countless hours of manually entering general 
property settings, double-checking to determine whether documents have the 
appropriate encryption security or watermarks, and ensuring documents are 
consistent across the department or entire enterprise. 
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Example Case Study 
 

Figure 5 and the subsequent screenshots highlight a particular implementation of 
deskPDF in a large enterprise (> 10,000 users) that employed deskPDF Smart 
Profiles to ensure employees were creating PDF documents per their corporate 
document policy.  

 
This Docudesk customer had three profiles which they implemented: high security, 
medium security, and Internal/Merge. Each profile had unique parameters suited 
to their corporate document policies. This particular customer deployed these 
policies throughout the entire company; however, the different policies could have 
been deployed for different departments to support particular organizational 
requirements.  

 
 

deskPDF Professional 2.5
Customer profile configuration

High security Medium security Internal/merge
PDF quality Visible Printing Printing Printing
Encryption Grey out* 128bit 128 bit None

User/view password Visible
User can set if required.  
Default should be blank.

User can set if required.  
Default should be blank. N/A with no encryption

Allow printing? Grey out* No Yes Yes
Allow copy & paste? Grey out* No No Yes
Stationary Visible None None None
PDF compatibility Visible 1.3 1.3 1.3
Default title Visible Blank Blank Blank
Default subject Visible Blank Blank Blank
Default keywords Visible Blank Blank Blank
Default author Visible Blank Blank Blank
Auto-rotate pages Visible Page by page Page by page None
Viewer display menu Visible None None None
Viewer page layout Visible Single page Single page Single page
Viewer zoom Visible None None None
Full screen display Visible No No No
Hide menu bar Visible No No No
Hide tool bar Visible No No No
Show PDF title in caption Visible No No No

Owner/change password Hidden
Randomly generated - user 
cannot set

Randomly generated - 
user cannot set

Randomly generated - user 
cannot set

Allow modification of content? Grey out* No No No
Allow modification of annotations? Grey out* No No No
Allow screen reading? Grey out* Yes Yes N/A with no encryption
Allow degraded printing? Grey out* No No No
Allow assembly? Grey out* No No No
Allow fill-in? Grey out* No No No

Profile

Configuration item - affected by profile Visible/Gre yed out/Hidden

 
                                   Figure 4: Profil es implemented into deskPDF for a Docudesk enterpri se customer 
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Figure 6 represents the enforcement of the business policies using deskPDF’s 
Smart Profiles for the High Security and the visible/grey out/ hidden columns 
from the Figure 5 chart. To enforce the policy, items displayed grayed out are 
read-only and are restricted from being changed by the end-user.  

 

 
 

Figure 5: Screenshot of deskPDF client reflecting t he enforced policies  
for the “High Security” option 

 
As shown in Figure 7, the customer has chosen the option to require that users 
must use one of the three available Smart Profiles. In this instance, the customer 
has chosen to use the Medium Security profile as the default if a Smart Profile is 
not manually selected. 

 
 

 
Figure 6: Default Smart Profile enforced by deskPDF  
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Summary 
Whether an individual needs to ensure several deskPDF settings are applied 
consistently for certain types of documents, or a business wants to standardize on 
how documents are created and secured throughout the company; the Smart 
Profiles functionality in deskPDF provides an affordable, easy-to-use, and flexible 
solution. 

 

About Docudesk 
Founded in 2001, Docudesk is private and profitable company, focused on the 
high growth electronic publishing market. Docudesk has over 50,000 enterprise 
and consumer customers worldwide and excels through providing a high value 
product with excellent customer service. As companies continue to move to a 
paperless office, Docudesk will thrive by offering products which enhance 
document security, document presentation, and document transfer. Docudesk is 
headquartered in Frisco, Texas. Information about Docudesk can be found at 
http://www.docudesk.com. 
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